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Muslim invaders who came later also 

referred to this country as Hindust�na. During 

their rule, this very name earned respect so 

much so that the followers of Vedic and 

Paura�ic religions began to call themselves 

‘Hinds’. The words ‘Hind’ and ‘Hindust�na’ 

were assimilated in the soil of this country. But 

the framers of the constitution in its meeting 

held on 18
th
 September, 1949 did not accept 

either of these two names, as they were given by 

foreigners and were associated with the history 

of slavery of the country. Its ancient name 

‘Bh�rata’, therefore, came to be adopted. 
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